30                            THE STAGE

professors had been to school with Mr Gripe-man v\in Love Gain, which is a market town in the county of Coveting, in the north."

The English economy was moving therefore away from the ordered medieval society towards a system where capital demanded a looser rein, an atomic society impatient of the old restraints, laying the emphasis on personal rights and individual duties. ^Upon fin's, confusing the issues and blurring the distinctions, foil the blast of theory from the laboratories of many thinkers. We must consider in greater detail the intellectual background.

Ill

To attempt a survey of the thought of the era, is lo enter a tangled world, where the shape of the wood is hard to discover and even the tall trees arc choked by undergrowth. The seventeenth century had a simple cosmic philosophy, that of the old Ptolemaic universe, but inside this rudimentary framework it spun an intricate web. No age has been more deeply moved by ideas, but these ideas are not to be hastily identified with modern notions which they may at first sight resemble, since they derive from a mood ami an outlook far different from our own.

Religion, as in the Middle Ages, was still intenvoven with the texture of men's minds. The Council of Trent, by formulating certain dogmas which bad hitherto boon vague, had made final the barrier between protoslant and catholic, but protestantism itself dwelt in a divided house. The spirit of the Reformation, which was on the sjde^of freedom and simplicity and the return of Christianity to its source, had in England soon been diverted by political needs, and presently schisms were revealed in^both doctrine and church government of which tho origin was as much secular as religions* Moreover there was still the mediaeval hankering after an absolute creed and a universal church, so that each divergence was apt to claim to be the only truth,, and to admit no com-